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Our voice in the lesbian Community 
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_ We welcome submissions of interest to local lesbians. Letters to the editor, short fiction, articles, 
book or movie reviews, poetry, artwork or photographs are all welcomed. Forward your 
submissions by: : 

¢ Mail: § womonspace, Box 128, Main PO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 34 

Phone: (780)-482-1794 or (780) 455-9344 

¢ E-mail: | womonspace@hotmail.com 

eFax: (780) 455-9344 

_ © Website: www.gaycanada.com/womonspace/ 
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June - Pride / Coming Out. Submission deadline: May 15 - 
July/August - Humour, Submission deadline: June 15 
September - Pets. Submission deadline: August 15 
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18 Editor: Suzanne Dawson Designer: Gloria Arndt 


Labyrinth Lake Lodge Peaceful, 


Pride week cometh 

Pride Week this year is June 16 - 23, 2001. 
Womonspace will be hosting a Unity Party 
on June 16. This will be a mixed event at 
the Hellenic Hall, 10450 - 116 St. For more 
information, leave a message at 482-1794. 


_ Inexpensive getaways for couples / small 
groups. Complete privacy on 160 acres — 
lakefront. Hot tub. Phone 878-3301 (locah 
call) or lablake@compusmart.ab.ca 


The Pride Parade is scheduled for the 


afternoon of June 16 and we hope to see as 
many of you out there as,can attend. The 
‘official’ pride dance will be held on June 23 
at the Citadel Theatre and will be hosted by 
the Imperial Court of the Wild Rose. 


Empowering and healing lesbians 
with Goddess-wisdom workshops, 
consultations, mentoring. 

Dr. Isis Moon, Ph.D. (780) 455-6351.’ “ 


This Month 


The Motherland: San Fransisco by suzanne Dawson 


Probably the most interesting stop on my San Francisco adventure was to the 
Power Exchange, a bona fide pansexual sex club. 


6 The Travelling Life by Tia Westbrook 


Travel, whether it’s an hour drive outside the city to go camping or a trip around 
the world, can be an eye-opening and humbling experience. 


7 Malta Diary: A Women's Pilgrimage by Laurie 
There’s definitely some sort of island spell that affects the linear function. (Not 
that that’s a bad thing...) 


QD Travelling by Jaimie Clements 


I look out to the street today, standing on my threshold as I do everyday, and 
wonder where my steps will lead if I venture onto the carrying ground. 


One Room in a Castle 


review by Denise Taylor 


What's Happening 
“As with most port cities, Puerto Groups and Continuing Events 
Vallarta has a tradition of tolerance, and 
is generally regarded as the most gay Calendar of Events 
friendly city in Mexico. It certainly has May 2001 
become the most popular gay 
destination south of the border, 1 The “Elle” in GLCCE 


surpassing the huge city of Acapulco in 


recent years as a gay hot spot.” 3 ; 
-Viajar Travel Claire Voyance Predicts... 


Ask Dr. Dyke 
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The Motherland: San Fransisco 


hy Suzanne Dawson 


In the past year, I’ve had more 
experiences than most people have in 
two lifetimes. Some were amazing blow- 
the-top-of-my-head-off good, while 
others involved more pain than I thought 
was humanly possible to live through. So 
when I decided to spend my vacation in 
San Francisco (a.k.a. Mecca, or the 
Motherland), I didn’t think anything 
would shock, surprise or amaze me. I was 
also worried that I may have become too 
excited about my trip, and anything that I 
experienced would be anticlimactic. I was 
wrong on both counts. 

I was fortunate that I was able to 
stay with a friend, so I had her and her 
girlfriend show me the sights, in addition 
to having a lot of time to explore on my 
own. I started my adventure at Good 


OrLANpO 
BOOKS 


Edmonton's lesbian-owned, 
feminist bookstore 
with a fine selection 
of titles for women. 


10123 Whyte Ave. TOE 1Z5 
432-7035 


www.orlandobooks.com 


Vibrations. With its frosted windows and 
location in the ethnically diverse Mission 
district, at first glance it looks like your 
typical adult sex shop. However, as soon 
as I stepped into the store, I realized this 
place was enough to make even the most 
frigid woman hornier than hell. The store 
was packed with a diverse array of 
customers, ranging from gay men, to 
married women buying their husbands 
butt plugs, to single lesbians hoping 
they’ll soon get to try out their newly 
purchased strap-ons. After I made my 
purchases (souvenirs for my friends back 
home), the saleswoman (all of whom are 
part-owners of the shop) spent more than 
ten minutes instructing me on the proper 
care and maintenance of their products. 

The Mission and Valencia districts 
are the “lesbian area” of San Fran, and it 
was a treat to see so many women (butch- 
femme coupling is a lot more prevalent in 
SF than it appears to be in Edmonton) 
holding hands as they walked their dogs. 
I ventured into the GLBT Community 
Thrift Store on Valencia Street, and didn’t 
leave for two hours. With a lesbian used 
book section more than two rows long, I 
ended up carrying my now-twenty-pound 
knapsack full of books for the next six 
hours (ugh!). Also in the Valencia district 
is Black & Blue Tattoo, the only dyke 
owned and run tattoo parlor in the city 
(and located next to Red Dora’s Bearded 
Lady Truckstop Cafe). I was fortunate to 
have my skin art done by one of the 
owners - my souvenir to myself. 

Next, off to the Castro district. The 
Castro is mostly populated by gay men, 
with stores like Rock Hard (with 
sculptures of erect dicks in the window), 
Does Your Father Know (a t-shirt, gift 
and sex shop), Stormy Leather (for all 
your BDSM needs), Castro Theatre 
(playing the original A Streetcar Named 


(cont. on p. 5) 
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Desire) and the infamous A Different 
Light bookstore. 

The lesbian nightlife in San 
Francisco is as hard to find as it 
sometimes seems to be in Edmonton! 
Surprisingly, the only full-time lesbian bar 
is the Lexington Club, which is about half 
the size of Secrets, with one-eighth the 
seating. However, I have never met such 
a friendly (and cute!) group of women in 
my life! We even had one hot little Texan 
offer to take us to her friend’s house in 
Oakland to show us naked pictures of 
herself (no, we didn’t go). Most dyke 
nightlife in SF is a one-night-a-month 
affair when the girls take over a men’s 
club. My first night in the city happened 
to be such a night at a place called 
Club Q. It was like the Roost on a hot- 
rockin’ night, except all women! 

Besides the club scene, San Francisco 
is a city of culture, and I went to two 
extraordinary theatre productions during 
my stay. Beach Blanket Babylon (BBB) is a 
mainstay of the gay (and tourist) scene. 
BBB is an irreverent musical spoof/drag 
show that had everyone rolling in the 
aisles. For a complete change in pace, 
StopKiss, an Obie Award winning play 
voted one of the best plays of 1999 by 
the New York Times, is about lesbian- 
bashing in New York City. Not only 
brilliantly acted, this play was thought 
provoking, especially for those who live 
with homophobia on a daily basis. 

Probably the most interesting stop 
on my San Francisco adventure was to 
the Power Exchange, a bona fide 
pansexual sex club. Fetish wear is 
required, so I pulled on my PVC pants, 
while my companions for the evening 
were decked out in their full leathers and 
dog collars (one of them even donned a 
custom made leather corset for the 
occasion). Here, men have to pay a steep 
admission price to get in, while women 
get in free. Even I had to admit that we 
were a sight to behold, and the numerous 
men in attendance agreed, as they 
gathered around in flocks to watch every 
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move we made. The Power Exchange has 
three levels, each containing a variety of 
“fantasy rooms”, such as army barracks, 
bedrooms, interrogation rooms, jail cells, 
SM chambers, and hospital rooms. It can 
be a pretty intimidating place for women, 
but if you stand your ground and are firm 
with any men that approach you sexually 
(all the men we encountered were very 
respectful and courteous), it’s a very safe 
place. 

With my non-stop schedule, a little 
relaxation was in order. I spent an 
amazing evening at the women-only bath- 
house (no sex please, we’re women!), 
Osento. With a wet and dry sauna, hot 
tub, cold dunk, and aromatherapy 
relaxation room, I was so relaxed when I 
walked out that I didn’t think I was 
capable of driving! 

All in all, I would recommend that 
everyone make a sojourn to the 
Motherland at least once in her life. It’s a 
trip you’ll never forget. v 


Womonspace 
) Golf 
Weekend 


July 21-22, 2001 


If you liked it last year, you'll love it this 
year. If you missed it last year, get your 
butt in gear and join a fun group of women 
for a fabulous weekend of golf, camping 
and fun! 


Bashaw, AB (45 minutes south of 
Sherwood Park). 


If you are interested in volunteering to 
help or just want to attend, leave a 
message at 482-1794. 


I guess I have travelled almost all my 
life. I was two months old when I flew 
for the first time when my family 
moved from England to Calgary, but I 
don’t remember too much about that 
trip. 

The first trip back to England that I 
do remember was when I was ten and 
we returned to attend my 
grandmother’s funeral. I recall most 
vividly seeing my first castle, Warwick 
Castle, outside Salisbury (and I’m not 
sure if that’s where the steak comes 
from), particularly the dungeon filled 
with the rack, iron maiden and thumb 
screws. I also remember Oxford 
University, where we walked along the 
Thames and marvelled at buildings built 
as early as 960 A.D. We ended up 
traveling through England and France 
for a short while before we headed back 
to Canada. Looking back, I know that 
through that trip and from viewing 
slides from my parents living in Kenya, 
India, Singapore and Australia, my mum 
certainly instilled in me an awe for 
seeing new places and things. 

I consider myself pretty lucky when 
it comes to travel. I have been involved 
with sports teams as a player and asa 
physiotherapist since I was 17. I’ve 
never had the money to travel myself, 
but through sports, I’ve seen a great 
deal of this world. I have been to almost 
every major city in Canada at least once. 
I have driven thousands of kilometres 
from Vancouver to Quebec City. I have 
been to every continent except South 
America, the Arctic and the Antarctic. 

That awe of new places and things 
that I learned when I was ten has not 
left me. Every place that I go, I try to 
learn something about the history, 
culture, language and land. There are 
memories that will stay with me 


The Travelling Life 


by Tija Westbrook 


throughout my life. In Canada, I 
regularly imagine the beauty of the sea 
against the mountains in Vancouver, the 
rolling plains of Alberta and 
Saskatchewan against the bright blue 
sky, the shoreline of Lake Superior and 
the turning of the fall leaves in the 
Ottawa valley, to name a few. 

In Cuba, I remember how we were 
carefully sequestered by the tournament 
organizers from interacting with native 
Cubans, sitting in the bar where 
Hemingway used to hang out, and our 
team manager translating Castro’s radio 
speeches. In Durban, South Africa, I 
remember seeing blatant racism and 
rioting for the first time, people walking 
along the street with guns holstered 
under their armpits, and a physically 

(cont. on p. 8) 


Web Design 
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Graphics 


Neela 
(780) 421-7953 
www.designed-by-artemis.com 4A 
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Last September, my Beloved Travelling 
Companion (BTC) and I had the 
privilege of taking part in a women’s 
sacred pilgrimage to the beautiful islands 
of Malta, one of singer-songwriter 
Jennifer Berezan’s Edge of Wonder tours. 

Here are some journal entries from 
that extraordinary trip: 

Arrival Day: Just got back to our 
room after walking around by the sea, 
drinking in some of the ocean air and 
sights and sounds of the town of Sliema 
at night. It was about 26° C when we 
landed this afternoon - warm but not 
overly humid. Our hotel is one block 
from the Mediterranean (gorgeous!) and 
close to lots of restaurants and shops. 
We’ve had our first circle. There are 29 
of us, including Jennifer and Joan (the 
two leaders). We sang a little together, 
and Jennifer gave us a few pointers about 
what kind of things to expect during the 
next ten days. Afterwards, BTC and I 
wandered around the corner to a small 
cafe, where we ordered a veggie pizza. It 
came with artichokes, olives, tomatoes, 
onions, mushrooms and ... PEAS! (I 
believe that’s the first time I’ve ever had 
green peas on pizza, and it was 
surprisingly good.) 

During the introductory circle, Joan 
said of our journey, “Whatever you need, 
you will find,” which I found extremely 
comforting. The women, a mix of 


Gay Women’s Mountain Biking 
& Hiking Group | 
Short and long rides twice a week. Weekend 


get-away in the Rockies, including mountain 
biking, hiking, camping and special events. 
Women only. For more information, call 
Catherine at 424-9277. 
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Malta Diary: A Women’s Pilgrimage 


| __ by laurie 


Buddhists, Pagans and Christians, range 
in age from 31 to 80. There also seems 
to be quite a range in ritual/circle 
adeptness (BTC and I were happy to 
learn we’re not the only “goddessing” 
rookies.) 

Day 2: Had a walking tour of the 
medieval city of Valetta and saw a short 
film, The Malta Experience, which 
provided a history of the island, 
including the shipwreck of St. Paul in 
60 A.D., the constant invasions (by the 
Phoenicians, Arabs, Turks, Vandals, 
Goths, etc.), Malta’s establishment as a 
British Colony in 1814, and the horrific 
Second World War strafings. Also went 
to an archeological museum and saw lots 
of artifacts, like the famous Sleeping 
Lady and Double Goddess. 

Day 7: After a morning visit to Ghar 
Dhalam (prehistoric cave) and Borg in- 
Nadur temple, we stopped for lunch by 
sunny Marsaxxlok harbour. During our 
free time in the afternoon, BTC and I 
ventured out to a local lesbian club. Nix, 
an easy 20-minute walk from our hotel, 
turned out to be a classic women’s bar: 
small, dark, smelling of stale beer and 
cigarettes, with a jukebox, well-stocked 
bar, and a colour TV (which remained 
tuned to the Sydney Olympics the entire 
time as we sipped our wine and munched 
on peanuts). The owner, Nikki, asked 
where we were from, introduced us to 
her adorable Maltese dog, Angel, and 
lamented that she was probably going to 
have to sell the place because she wasn’t 
getting enough support from the local 
gays and lesbians to stay in business (a 
complaint we’ve heard absolutely 
everywhere we’ve travelled). At least 
three other women’s clubs are listed in 
Malta tour guides. 


(cont. on p. 16) 
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beautiful country through an amazing 
overnight safari. In Spain, I remember 
learning about the separatist movement 
in Catalunya that is very similar to that 
of Quebec. In Australia, I literally ran 
into a kangaroo as I was running on 
trails, and almost killed my van full of 
athletes by driving on the “wrong” side 
of the road. 

In Korea, I learned how to say 
physiotherapist in Korean (although I 
have a feeling our interpreter may have 
been pulling my leg because every 
Korean I have tried to say it to since just 
laughs at me) and discovered that many 
Koreans want a one-race nation. In 
Zimbabwe, I met the Reverend Jessie 
Jackson and learned to say “good 
morning” in Shona, a local dialect. In 
The Netherlands and Germany, I saw 
the international law courts, marijuana 
everywhere, and the deep wounds still 
left from the World Wars. 


We Need You! 
GLCCE’s Thursday women’s drop-in needs 
your help! This casual discussion group is 
attended by women of a diverse mix of ages 


and backgrounds. Volunteer one or two 
evenings a month and make a difference for 
women in Edmonton. For more information, 
contact Kristy at 488-3234 or 
gicce@compusmart.ab.ca 


Celebration & Empowerment of 08 Sexuality 
= © Mail Order Catalogue $5 & Secure On Line Shopping & = 
rf © Retail Store Open 7 Days A Week © Express Shipping @ m 
5 sf. - 
& Canada’s largest g 
¥ selection of quality F 
2 sexual products for ee §$ 
: women! Yippee!! Car c 
> ~~ B 
8 Ve fee 
a I-A XRS 
BP CBS ae m 
= a 
® 
9 Tel: 604) 254-2543 Order Toll Free 1-888-WYM-WARE 6 
& Fax: (604) 254-5472 www.womynsware.com: 


Travel has left me with much more 
than incredible memories; it has given 
me perspective. We sometimes forget 
that a world exists outside of North 
America. We can be a pretty uptight 
(okay, anal) group in comparison to 
many other countries. Racism isn’t 
solely unique to white Anglo-Saxon 
protestants; it exists among the people 
of many races. Even though there are 
destitute people in Edmonton, there is 
incredible poverty throughout the 
world. Although I may not agree with 
the politics in Quebec, the culture there 
is different than in Alberta. Even though 
some people believe in western 
separatism, we aren’t having a domestic 
war over it. Yet, there are countries in 
the world where people are jailed or 
executed for being homosexual. 

Travel, whether it’s an hour drive 
outside the city to go camping or a trip 
around the world, can be an eye- 
opening and humbling experience. 
Things aren’t perfect in Canada, and 
there are certainly issues that need to be 
dealt with. But sometimes if we put 
some of those smaller issues in the 
context of the world, they might not 
seem so important as to alienate an 
individual or group over them. When I 
think of travel, that’s the most 
important gift I think it’s given me. 
Well, it does give me a good tan now 
and again too! Nf 
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Travelling 


A step that retracts sharply. Pausing. 
Pausing. Pausing and staring. 

I look out to the street today, 
standing on my threshold as I do 
everyday, and wonder where my steps 
will lead if I venture onto the carrying 
ground. What lies for me out there, 
behind the walls that face me at every 
corner or above the tallest tower when I 
try to see the sky? Let me have the 
courage. 

A new day. Lifting my heavy lids to 
the bathroom glass, determination to 


fight the coward resting behind my eyes. 


The threshold. A step that retracts but 
then stops. Slowly, unsteadily glides 
ahead and eases down to the carrying 
ground. I am held. The world holds me. 
Snap me back to where I am ... pacing. 
Back and front, front and back, again 
and again and again. Unsettled. Restless. 
Unhappy. What to do? Need to keep 
moving. Forward. Here I go. 

Travelling. Leaving my domain 
only to stumble across someone else’s. 
I’m exploring new territory, tracing my 
feet over the already broken trails of 
sand, gravel, grass and bricks, years and 
centuries old. Paved by others, but fresh 
to my feet, the earth feeling them for 
the first time, becoming an imprint in 
the soil, now a part of it. Travelling. 
Courageously continuing each step: one 
sinking sand between my toes, another 
pestered by rocks in my shoes, the next 
brushed softly by grass, and another 
feeling the cracks in the city streets. 

Which is a better way to travel? 
Each step could be taking me further 
and further away from my friends, 
belongings, the life I left behind. Or it 
could be bringing me closer and closer 
to myself. Knowledge and under- 
standing. Spiritual awakening. Filling 
my body, fitting my body, living my 
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by Jaimie Clements — 


body. Running from country to country, 
wanting to see more, learn more, stand 
in awe of human’s creations. And I ran. 

I ran from every mirror for fear of 
catching my reflection, not wanting to 
see the person I left at home. Those eyes 
would ruin the wonder I see awaiting 
me around every corner. Only when I 
returned did I look at my reflection, 
into my eyes, and see all the wonder 
behind them, looking out. Coward 
gone. Change. I see the strength I 
gained. My eyes will no longer be a fear 
for me because I know what is waiting 
to stare back: me. And I am happy with 
that. 

Yes, a change occurred. Settled. 
Calm. Happy. Now, as I freely step 
beyond my threshold and travel through 
each day in my life, I am not running, 
but strolling through each breath I 
breathe. No more retracted steps. I can 
walk the carrying ground, look up, see 
the sky, and not trip over the cracks. It’s 
the freedom that surrounds me when 
I’m standing in the middle of a never- 
ending sky with the endless circle of the 
horizon laying there for me in every 
direction my eyes turn. The rhythm of 
my life is beating strong. Honest and 
comforting. Could there be a better way 
to travel? v 


SIGNS 


for 


The Bagel Tree at 10345 Whyte Ave. 


Cafe Mosaics at 10844 Whyte Ave. 

Precinct 5§ at 5552 Calgary Tr. S. 

The Roost private club at 10345 - 104 St. 
Secrets Bar & Grill at 10249 - 107 St. 

Urban Grind at 10124 - 124 St. 


Whal’s Happening? 


AGAPE Sexual Orientation and Schooling 
Focus Group in the Faculty of Education 
at the U. of A. Thursdays, 5-6 p.m. 
4-110C Educ. N., U of A. Contact 
Dr. André Grace, andre.grace@ualberta.ca 
or Kris Wells, wellsk@icrossroads.com 

Alcoholics Anonymous Gay and lesbian meetings. 
Call 424-5900. 

Badminton League Fridays, 7-9 p.m. and 
Sundays, 2-5 p.m. Call Cindy at 459-0549 
or Bruce at 453-1244 after 1 p.m., 
cwbyteddy@powersurfr.com 

Bisexual Support Group Second Tuesday of the 
month, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE. Call 
913-3076. 

Breakfast Club Second Sunday of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before 9 p.m. the 
Friday before the breakfast to ensure your 
reservation. 

Classics Social group for lesbians over 40. 
First Sunday of the month, 2 p.m. at 
Secrets, 10249 - 107 St. Call Sharie at 
475-1502. 

Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second 
Tuesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at 
Orlando Books. Call Bill at 422-6207. 

Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join 
as a singer or a supporter. Call 479-2038, 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Equal=Alberta For equal treatment of all 
Albertans. Call 488-3234, 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 

Free-to-Be Volleyball Leagues include 
recreational, skills development and 
womyn-only. Call Jenn at 424-5100, 
grnwolf@hotmail.com, or Pam at 
459-9370, p_mcewin@hotmail.com 

Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news, 
interviews and music. Thursdays, 6-7 p.m. 
on CJSR 88.5 FM. 

GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Centre 
for drop-in, peer counselling and library. 
Monday to Friday, 1:30-5:30 and 
7-10 p.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. are 
women’s drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. 
Call 488-3234, glcce@compusmart.ab.ca 


_ Would you like your organization or event listed here? . 
jonspace@hotmail.com, leave a message or fax your informati 


Groups and Continuing Events 


ICARE (Interfaith Centre for AIDS/HIV 
Resources & Education). Call Mickey 
Wilson at 448-1768, icare@oanet.com 

Liatris Society Gardening club for LGBT and 
straight people. Call William at 474-7328, 
liatrissociety@hotmail.com 

Making Waves Swim Club Thursdays, 8:30 p.m. 
and Sundays, 8:00-8:30 p.m., Bonnie 
Doon Pool. Call Warren at 497-8511, 
makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 

Northern Chaps Leather/fetish club for gay, 
lesbian and straight people. First and third 
Saturdays of the month, 10 p.m. at 
Buddy’s, northernchaps@telusplanet.net 

Norther Titans Ten pin bowling league. 
Wednesdays, 6:45 p.m. and Saturdays, 
4:45 p.m. at Strikes, 8750 - 50 St. Call 
Garry at 426-6311, 
davegarry@v-wave.com 

Open Door Club Social club for Grant MacEwan 
Community College students and friends, 
opendoorclub@hotmail.com 

OUTreach For LGBT students, staff and faculty 
at the U of A. Tuesdays, 5 p.m., Athabasca 
Hall, U of A campus, 
outreach@ualberta.ca 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
friends of LGBT. Third Tuesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. at GLCCE. Call Lynne 
at 462-5958, 
pflag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

Sacred Circle Dances First Wednesday of the 
month, 7:30 p.m. Southminster 
Steinhauer Church, 10740 - 19 Ave. Call 
Ann at 435-2288. 

Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 
Brewster. Tuesdays, 7-8 p.m. on CJSR 
88.5 FM. 

Yours, Mine, Ours & Us Support/education group 
for LGBT parents, co-parents and 
partners. Call Liz at 415-5434 or Garry at 
426-6311 for new time and location. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support 
group for LGBT age 25 and under. 
Saturdays, 7-9 p.m. at GLCCE, 
yuyedm@hotmail.com 
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Events for May 2001 


Saturday, April 28 - 7 p.m. 

EVM Spring Fever Cabaret EVM’s annual fundraiser 
has had people gasping in delight for 
8 years. Catalyst Theatre. Call 479-2038. 

May 1 to 13-8 p.m. 

PileDriver! True story of a troupe of gay wrestlers 
touring Canada’s Bible belt in the 1970s. 
Roxy Theatre, 10709 - 124 St. Two-for-one 
tickets on May 8. Call 453-2440. 

Thursday, May 3 - 7:30 p.m. 

Women’s Games Night Want to meet new people 
in a casual environment? GLCCE’s 
women’s group invites you to join in for 
a games night! GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 

124 St. Call 488-3234. 

Saturday, May 5 - 7 p.m. 

“Telling Our Stories” Youth Night Youth Under- 
standing Youth for age 25 and under. 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
448-1505 or 488-3234. 

Sunday, May 6 - 2 p.m. 

Heather Bishop Musical Magic ESO Symphony for 
kids. Winspear Centre. Call 428-1414. 

Monday, May 7 - 8 p.m. 

Womonspace Board Meeting All members welcome. 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 482- 
1794. 

Thursday, May 10-7 p.m. 

Community Consultation on Domestic Partnership We’ve 
heard that domestic partnership legislation 
is imminent in Alberta. What are your 
thoughts on domestic partnership? 
Legislating marriage for lesbians and gays? 
Equal=Alberta (an advocacy group 
working for the equality of all Albertans) 
wants to hear from you! 
equalalberta@hotmail.com 

Thursday, May 10 - 7:30 p.m. 

Women’s Literary Lounger Bring your favourite 
poem, story or quote! GLCCE women’s 
drop-in. 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234. 

Thursday May 17, 7:30 pm 

GLECE Women’s group Who are you out to, and 
what factors influence your decision to be 
open about your life in your workplace? 
Share successes and challenges in this 


discussion evening about coming out at 
work. 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 488-3234. 


womonspace May 2001 


CglenoGr of Events 


Saturday, May 19 - 8 p.m. 

Jann Arden & Temi Clark Proceeds to East Africa 
Maternal/Newborn Aid Society. Winspear 
Centre. Call 428-1414. 

Saturday, May 19 - 8 p.m. 

Dance Lessons Learn a few new dance steps and 
then try them out at the Womonspace 
dance! Westmount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 
Call 488-3234. 

Saturday, May 19 - 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 

Womonspace Dance Cost: $5/members (with card), 
$8/non-members. Westmount Hall, 10970 - 
127 St. Women-only and non-smoking. To 
volunteer, call 482-1794. 

Monday, May 21 - 6 p.m. 

Liatris Potluck Supper and Plant Exchange May is a 
good time to divide overgrown perennials. 
Why not swap some with other gardeners 
for different kinds of plants? Seeds, 
seedlings, annuals and house plants can also 
be exchanged. The Liatris Society is an 
informal group of lesbian and gay gardeners 
and their friends. Anyone interested in 


gardening is welcome to attend. Call Lindy 
at 483-4080. 

Thursday, May 24 - 7:30 p.m. 

Parents & Kids Night GLCCE’s women’s group 
invites you to bring your kids for an evening 
of fun activities for parents and kids alike! 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
488-3234. 

Saturday, May 26 - 7 p.m. 

HIV Edmonton's Youth Project Come learn about the 
new youth project by HIV Edmonton. Youth 
Understanding Youth for age 25 and under. 
GLCCE, 103, 10612 - 124 St. Call 
448-1505 or 488-3234. 

Friday, June 1 - 8 p.m. 

An Intimate Evening with Jennifer Berezan Featuring 
new material from her upcoming release 
Sweet World. Tickets: $20. Orlando Books, 
10123 Whyte Ave. Call 422-6207. 


Saturday, June 2 - All Day 


Midwifing Ecstasy: A Sound and Healing Workshop for 


Women Play with sound, toning, chanting, 
singing, rhythm and harmony in a ritual 
context to evoke states of healing and joy. 
Tickets: $100. Orlando Books, 10123 
Whyte Ave. Call 422-6207. 


Affirm United A support group for members 
of the United Church of Canada. 
Call Therese at 446-6176. 

Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, lesbian 
and bisexual Mennonites and friends. 
Call Heather at 987-4974, 
jonrach@msn.com 

Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and 
bisexual Roman Catholics and 
friends. Call Bernard at 451-1794 
or Joseph at 481-4218, 
trainlvr@compusmart.ab.ca 

Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical 
Christian church. Sundays at 7 p.m. 
at Garneau United Place, 11148 - 

84 Ave. Call 474-0753. 

Lutherans Concerned Call Mette at 461-5571, 
luthconc@icrossroads.com 

McDougall United Church Welcomes people of 
all sexual orientations. Sundays at 
10:30 a.m. at 10086 McDonald Dr. 
Call 428-1818. 

Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes 
all sexual orientations and is an 
affirming United Church. Sundays at 
10 a.m. at 10740 - 19 Ave. Call the 
church office at 435-2028, Debbie at 
987-4974, or Read at 437-9732. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and 
services of union. Sundays at 
9:30 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. at 12530 - 
110 Ave. Call 454-8073, 
uce@compusmart.ab.ca 


“(We put our stuff in storage and off we 
rolled, two white Jewish lesbians in their 


seventies with a sixteen-pound cat.” 
- Shevy Healy in RV Live Begins at Seventy 


Seashell Housekeeping Units 
June 15 - October 15. (902) 224-1563 
_ Down East NS Hospitality by Marie & Nan. 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 


Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“Through uncertainty to new possibilities. ” 


We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-6881 


No doctor’s referral required. 
WCB and CRP funded. 
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The “Elle” in GLCCE 


Although the bulk of what the 
volunteers and staff at the Gay and 
Lesbian Community Centre (GLCCE) 
do involves one-to-one personal 
contact, technology is involved more 
and more in our processes. 

In the last several months, we have 
been receiving an increasing demand for 
services online. We already offer a great 
website (Jeff’s wonderful catalogue of 
coming events, community groups and 
great graphics) and regular e-mails 
about coming events. New requests are 
for detailed information and resources, 
and even for counseling by e-mail. 

While we’re all excited to embrace 
current technologies, these requests do 
beg the question of whether communi- 
cating by computer impairs our services. 
When our counselors work with people, 
they rely a lot on signals: tone of voice, 
body language, etc. Communicating by 
e-mail can be a much colder kind of 
communication. That’s not to say that 
there aren’t benefits, such as the 
person’s sense of safety and privacy, and 
being able to communicate from her 
own home. 

For the past year, GLCCE has been 
working to make the Internet more 
available to the people who use the 
Centre. By the summer, we will have a 
free Internet access computer terminal 
available for Centre visitors. This 
project (Internet Community Access 
Project - Edmonton) is funded by 
Industry Canada and supported by the 
Edmonton Community Network (ECN 
- formerly Freenet) and has GLCCE 
working with a diverse group of 
Edmonton agencies (all of which will 
host public access computers). A nice 
side effect has been the opportunity to 
raise the profile of gay and lesbian issues 
with groups that deal with issues such as 
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| by Kristy Harcourt 


aboriginal health, seniors, immigrant 
groups, inner city neighbourhoods and 
mental health. Along with this project, 
there will be many opportunities for 
people to gain and increase Internet 
skills. 

GLCCE would iike to continue to 
explore the ways we can use technology 
to help our clients. One idea is for the 
Centre to host regular ‘live chats’. This 
would be similar to offering a seminar 
with a guest speaker, except that, in this 
case, people would attend by logging on 
to a website, and then would be able to 
type questions and receive responses 
immediately. We would welcome the 
ideas and energy of people who might 
have an interest in helping GLCCE to 
be on the cutting edge of service and 
technology. 

See you at the Centre! 


@ 


As a registered Society, Womonspace is 
required to have its books audited regularly. 
We are looking for a chartered accountant 
on the cheap. If you are, or know such a 
person, call 482-1794. 


Next Month 


PRIDE / 
COMING QUT 


Send your photographs, cartoons, artwork, 
poetry, fiction and articles up to 500 words 
on pride and coming out by May 15 by 
e-mail to womonspace@hotmail.com, by 
fax to 455-9344, by mail to Box 128, 

Main PO., Edmonton, AB, T5J 3K4, or 
leave a message at 455-9344. 


One Room in a Castle, 
by Karen Connelly 


Review hy Denise Taylor 


Connelly gives to us intimate vignettes. It 
is as though you are awash on a tousled 
bed, sipping wine and being hand-fed 
strawberries while listening to stories told 
in a low, sweet-rough voice meant only 
for your ears. It is lying in an adored 
one’s arms, looking through postcards 
and pictures, and hearing anecdotes 
about each one. It is closing your eyes 
and truly seeing each sight, hearing 
foreign voices, and knowing these are 
secrets shared only between you and her. 
Karen Connelly has a wandering 
heart, and in One Room in a Castle she 
shares letters, memories, and observations 
about her travels through France, Spain 
and Greece. We are drawn so completely 
into her experiences that it is with a 
feeling of betrayal that we read of her 
affairs. We mourn with her as she 
remembers loved ones who are gone. 
Every moment is full of wonder and the 
joy of discovery, even lessons hard 
learned. She is so eager to experience life 
to its fullest, and so willing to share it 
with us in incredible detail. Poetry spills 
from her lips into our eager hands, 
scenting them with the dust of Spanish 
streets and the taste of the Aegean. It is 
not just the countries that are brought to 
life - the beauty of the scenery dazzlingly 
described - but Connelly falls in love with 
the people of each country. She travels 
with her heart on her sleeve, and I can 
think of only two things while reading 
this book: I want to see these places and 
I wish her heart could be mine. A 


"Imagine basking on an exotic beach, visiting 
exciting ports of call and dining on some of the 
finest cuisine in the world. A leisurely passage 


at sea. A cool drink. A day filled with activities. 
An evening of entertainment... all in the 
company of women." -Olivia Cruises and Resorts 


Womonspace is looking for com- 
munity groups and organizations to 
co-sponsor future Womonspace 
dances. The arrangement would 
involve providing volunteers for a 
split of the dance profits. If your 
group is interested, leave a 

message at 482-1794. 


Ww, Pytdeca OO 


Necklaces Pendants 
Bracelets Watches 
Hoodies and Hats 
Antenna Balls 
Rings 


etc. 


pam@pridecanada.com 
990-8556 


Equal=Alberta {an advocacy group 

working for the equality of all Albertans) is 
holding a community consultationon = 
domestic partnerships on Thursday, May 
10 at 7 p.m. at #600, 10242-105St, 
Edmonton, AB. We've heard that domestic 


partnership legislation is imminent in 
Alberta. What are your thoughts on 
domestic partnership? Legislating marriage — 
for lesbians and gays? We want to hear — 
from you! For more information, please 
contact equalalberta@hotmail.com 
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for Flowers 


Floral luxury you can easily afford. 


* Exotic to whimsical arrangements 
* Deluxe bouquets 


* No expensive shop overhead 
equals greater savings to you 

*® 25% discount for Womonspace 
members 


“A special florist for a special community.” 


Call (780) 619-3460 


Phone: 455-9344 
E-mail: womonspace@hotmail.com 
Fax: 455-9344 


Quarter page: $25 
Half page: $50 
Full page: $100 


Classified ads (3 lines) 
are free for members. 
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JULIE C. LLoyp 


Barrister & Solicitor 


1506, 10117 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 1W8 
Telephone: 497-7755 


20% discount for 
Womonspace members! 


11448 - 124 St., Edmonton 
(780) 451-6725 


(cont. from p. 7) 


Day 9: The energy here is amazing 
on many levels. I’m having very intense 
dreams, and we’ve both given up daily 
journal attempts because it’s become too 
difficult to write - the words keep coming 
out misspelled and in the wrong order! 
There’s definitely some sort of island spell 
that affects the linear function. (Not that 
that’s a bad thing ...) 

General information: 

The Maltese are primarily Catholic, 
and the country is stuck firmly in the 
1950s in many socio-economic respects. 
Images of the virgin Mary are 
everywhere, while the ancient goddess 
temples are generally ignored by the 
locals. Women are strongly discouraged 
from working in anything but traditional 
female occupations. The lesbians in our 
pilgrimage group were advised to be 
discreet in public. 

If you’re the kind of tourist who 
requires all the comforts of home, just 
about everyone speaks English in Malta, 
and there are plenty of North American- 
style restaurants and shops, like 
TGIFriday’s and Pizza Hut, an upscale 
hotel/casino complex, all kinds of boating, 
sports and entertainment options, and 
even an “Everything for a Lira” store. 

The island of Gozo, about a half- 
hour ferry ride from the main island, is 
less populated and less commercial than 
the main island but features some 
wonderful scenery and sights, including 
Our Lady of Lorreto Black Madonna, the 
Victoria Citadel and the Temple of 
Gigantija (named for a legendary female 
giant). 

Jennifer Berezan and Joan Marler 
will be leading another women’s tour to 
Malta this September 10-21. The 2001 
itinerary includes a private meditation and 
ritual under the moonlight at Gigantija 
and a sunrise equinox celebration at the 
temple of Mnjadra. For more detailed 
info, or to see pictures of past tours, 
check out the Edge of Wonder website at 
www.edgeofwonder.com © 


Seerete 
Bar & Ger€ 


Dance Club 


Edmonton’s first Southside 
Lesbian Lounge - Open Now! 
- Under New Management 


5552 Calgary 
Phone: (780) 4 


Y Catering to lesbians and 
community. 

Y Full menu, huge dance 
floor, pool table, darts, 
ping pong, VLTs, ATM. 

Y Large private patio, 
fundraisers, Holy Union 
parties. 
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Dykes and Gay Boys interested in 
Dining, Discussion, Dancing, Dogs and 


Building Gay Culture = 


Want to increase connections, network and share stories? 
Want to get away by yourself, with your partner and/or dog? 
Relax in a beautiful country setting just minutes southwest of West Ed? 


Like hot tubbing, walking, sitting by a campfire, talking, playing music, 
singing and sipping on cool Margaritas? 


6 Upcoming Events 
1 p.m. Saturday to 1 p.m. Sunday 


oO 
m May 19-20 m June 9-10 6 


m July 14-15 mw August 11-12 
mw September 15-16 (mixed) m October 13-14 (dykes only) 


= Possible Themes 


<)> Relationships, being “out”, family and work, sexuality, 
media/music, growing up and coming out. 


Group may also decide to go “theme-less” and just be!! 


Cost 


$90 / working person Includes 
$50 / student 


Accomodation in beautiful country home on 3 acres, 
completely fenced, with hot tub. 3 hearty, healthy, home- 
cooked meals. Variety of indoor and outdoor games 
(volleyball & badminton). Swimming and canoeing at Hasse 


Lake (weather permitting). Optional tenting. Transportation 
to and from site with pickup at West Ed Mall. 


Group size limited to 8. Non-smoking and dog-friendly space. 


For more information and to register 
470-3835 


Facilitated by Kathy DaSilva, M.Ed., High School educator for 16 years. 
Musician, cook, Margarita maker of Caribbean heritage. 
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Claire Voyence Preocts. .. 


Taurus: Go down to Cowtown, ya’ big Bull! become! Lesbos aren’t the only ones 
Put on that cowgirl hat, embrace your who are discriminated against. Substitute 
inner masculinity and shake some dyke the words “Paki,” “Indian,” or “Fag 


“booty in our sister city to the south. boy” (said with a sneer), and think 
And if you can’t swing that, just take a twice. 


trip south of the border, if ya’ know ¢ Scorpio: Just two words for you this month, 
what I mean. “2 scorpion: stay in! Take that as you may. 
Gemini: The ladies love your mercurial energy, Sagittarius: Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 
and in May, you may be able to use it could be your inspiration this month. 
to open some new doors. At love, at . You are feisty at the worst of times, and 


Yaggressive at the best. You'll be in the 


play, or something in between, give 
pink in May, spicy centaur, and Venus 


“yourself a transformation. Whether it be 


“eyeliner on those butch eyes, or a fitted will smile down on you as you kick and 
cap to hide your long femme hair, this is kibosh your way to tomboy power! 
the time to surprise those around you. Capricom: Loyal, dependent, with a fine eye 
Cancer: To the moon, Alice, to the moon! for detail: gleeful goat, you are one hot 
May is your honeymoon month, honey, __catch. And everyone, but everyone, 


‘knows it! It’s your call whether you play 


so show your new lady a little 
‘the coy Rosie O’Donnell, or the spry 


R-E-S-P-E-C-T or she may just K-I-C-K *; 


_>. you out the D-O-O-R, 2 /a Ellen and ; Melissa Etheridge. But whatever part 
3-;-°>Anne. If things don’t go the way you you play, act out of love, not dyke diva- 
planned, remember not to take drugs dom. 
and wander up to farmhouses and Aquarius: You say you care about her, you say 
demand the farm folk play videos of all you can’t do without her, but you keep 
your flopped movies. _ on dancing with another girl! Wassup, 


leo: Take advantage of your new-found spot , watergirl? Is this Anne-Ellen love (dead- 
in the sunshine. Lion, curl up with your end from the start) or Indigo Girls 
_, lavender blankie, and revel in dreams of eternal (we all know they’ll never break 


Drew, Cameron and Lucy high-kickin’ up)? It’s now or never, cutie patutie. Buy 


“ their way into your heart. Then wake the M.E.C. card or get out of the line. 
up, stretch those fabulous legs and do Pisces: Go fish, honey bunches of oats! Your 
some Angel kickin’ of your own. sense of humour is killer, as is your 

Virgo: You have a tendency to flit from one sense of style. Cast your net far and 


interest to another, Virgie, and it just “= wide - you never know what exotic 
might be time to pick a team and stay “© varieties you'll reel in if you keep an 
_ with it. You might want all the ladies to ~~ open mind. Butches, femmes, bummes 
“>, think you’re a virgin, little lady, but and fetches. Tomorrow is a brand new 
you're closer to being a voracious vixen lavender day. 


~~ with a viral appetite for love. Babies, a Anes: A heart of gold, a mane of sunshine, 
la Jodie Foster, may be in order soon. hands so strong and a body so ... oops, 
Just make sure you know who the wrong writing assignment. Your strong 
father is! .... hands can win over any love-sick, easy- 


libra: May may be the month you get your =<. “hearted lesbian, but just make sure you 
whee first taste of homophobia. Gay bashing appeal to her head too. There’s nothing 
\can actually be an empowering like a convo about the true meaning 
“experience. Look at your harasser and behind Ani DiFranco’s lyrics while 
remember what you never want to looking into each other’s eyes. © 
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3.4 Dr. Dyke 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

My girlfriend and I want to take a 
holiday this summer but can’t agree on 
what to do! 

Signed, It’s A Small World 


Dear IASW, 
Dr. Dyke does Disneyland. I like 

the sound of that! Okay, enough about 

me, let’s talk about you. Sometimes the 
best holiday is telling everyone you’re 
going away. Then you stay at home, 

turn off the phone, buy a week’s worth 

of groceries (of things that are NEVER 

on your list. You know, all of your 

friends: Ben & Jerry, Mrs. Fields, Count 
Chocula, etc.), sign up for digital cable, 
and hunker down for The Sopranos. 

Dr. Dyke’s holiday fantasy (the one 
printable for womonspace) is to feel 

bored. Like, we’re talking soooo bored 
‘that when the TV accidentally landson 
golf, it stays there, is watched, and 
there’s no mocking. Just ultimate — 
relaxation. Anyway, after your week at 
home, dust off your bike, and get down 
to the river valley. Those self-tanning — 
_ gels do not look natural, and that 

. golden colour they boast about is — - 
orange! Take it from Dr. Carrot, who 
ain’t been seen lately. Of course, you . 
could always rent a Winnebago and 
truck on over to the Michigan Womyn’s 
Music Festival. Ahh, the memories of 
walking around fully clothed, smuggling 
contraband KFC. And then there’s. 
always a gay bed & breakie place 
somewhere cool. In the end, if you both 
can’t agree, Dr. Dyke is more than 
willing to accompany you both on your 
respective holidays! 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

I really want to buy a home with 
‘my partner. She doesn’t make nearly as 
much money as I do, and isn’t really 
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keen about being a homeowner. She says 
she can’t afford a house, but I can. I 
know she loves me, but I’m confused 
about why money has to be such a big 
deal.. 


Signed, Homo on the Range 


Dear HOR, 

The number one reason couples 
fight is money. True; money can’t make 
you happy, but it can let you choose 
what to be miserable about. When one 
paftner makes more money, there is 
often trouble. Throw into the mix that 
one of you is good with money, and the 
other is more like Dr. Dyke (eg. “Yes 
Honey, I needed those Spice Girls 
sneakers, and they are so still cool” and 
“$200 for Fluevogs?! Why, I can’t 
afford NOT to buy them!”) True, shoes 
are hard to resist, and how can dykes be 
expected to resist comfortable shoes?! 
In the end, some couples just weren’t 
meant to have joint bank accounts. Life 


” sis simpler and fewer things get smashed. 
. As for the house, most couples can find 


a comfy balance of a reduced ratio of 
ownership based on salary. Sliding scale! 
So you put a bigger chunk on the down 
payment, and you pay more of the 
mortgage monthly -- at least you are 
both contributing. Just be sure you both 
have equal say in what colour.to paint 
it, and in no time you will be two happy 
homo-owners! ~~  @ 


lolol 
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Womons Pace bance 


Saturday, May 19, 2001 


9 p.m. to 1 a.m. 
Westnrount Hall, 10970 - 127 St. 


Women only and non-smoking. 
To volunteer, call 482-1794. 


Womons pace Membership Form 
'  CConficentiglity Assvreo’) 


{ 


Name(s) a 
Address ins | 
City Postal Code ‘a : 
Phone E-mail : 


12-month membership fee: 
$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 


$15/associate (Friend of Womonspace; newsletter only) 
Cheque or money order payable to: Womonspace, Box 128, Main P.O., Edmonton, 
Alberta, T5J 3K4 Phone: (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


New Member 


Renewal 


I would like to be a volunteer 


Associate 


(_] Please mail my newsletter to my home 
I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


Total Enclosed: 


